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Safety  Zone  Regulations 

AGENCY:  Goast  Guard,  DOT. 
ACTION:  Proposed  Rule, 

SUMMARY:  The  Coast  Guard  pro¬ 
poses  to  establish  a  safety  zone  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Columbia  LNG  Corpo¬ 
ration’s  offshore  liquefied  natural  gas 
(LNG)  receiving  terminal  near  Cove 
Point,  Maryland.  This  safety  zone  is 
proposed  to  minimize  the  risk  of  colli¬ 
sion  between  LNG  carriers  and  ether 
vessels  while  they  are  maneuvering  in 
the  vicinity  of,  or  moored  to,  the  off¬ 
shore  terminal.  This  additional  pre¬ 
cautionary  measure  is  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  in  consideration  of  the  nature 
and  quantity  of  the  liquefied  natural 
gas  cargo  involved  and  the  limited 
ability  of  the  LNG  vessels  to  take  eva¬ 
sive  action  when  maneuvering  to  ap¬ 
proach  or  depart  the  offshore  termi¬ 
nal.  This  proposed  safety  zone  regula¬ 
tion  would  require  persons  to  comply 
with  the  general  safety  zone  regula¬ 
tions  contained  in  33  CFR  Part  165.20, 
which  prohibit  persons  from  entering 
or  remaining  in  the  safety  zone  with¬ 
out  authorization  from  the  Captain  of 
the  Port.  This  safety  zone  is  in  effect 
at  all  times.  The  exact  parameters  of 
the  zone  are  dependent  upon  whether 
an  LNG  vessel  is  moored  to;  maneuver¬ 
ing  in  the  vicinity  of;  or  is  not  present 
at  the  Columbia  LNG  offshore  termi¬ 
nal.  Mariners  will  be  provided  advance 
notice  of  scheduled  arrivals  and  depar¬ 
tures  of  LNG  vessels  calling  at  the 
Cover  Point  terminal  via  Broadcast 
Notice  to  Mariners. 

DATEIS:  Comments  must  be  received 
on  or  before  March  5,  1979. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Captain  of  the  Port, 
Customhouse,  Baltimore,  Maryland 
21202.  Comments  will  be  available  for 
examination  at  the  office  of  the  Cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Port,  Room  333,  Custom¬ 
house,  Gay  and  Lombard  Streets,  Bal¬ 
timore,  Maryland. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Lieutenant  Commander  Eric  J.  Wil¬ 
liams  III,  Chief,  Port  Operations, 
Department,  Marine  Safety  Office, 
Customhouse,  Baltimore,  Maryland 
21202. (301-752-3573) 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Interested  persons  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  proposed  rulemaking 
by  submitting  written  views,  data,  or 
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arguments.  Each  person  submitting  a 
comment  should  include  his  name  and 
address,  identify  the  notice  (CGD5-78- 
06R  and  the  specific  section  of  the 
proposal  to  which  his  comment  ap¬ 
plies,  and  give  reasons  for  his  com¬ 
ment.  All  comments  received  before 
the  expiration  of  the  comment  period 
will  be  considered  before  final  action  is 
taken  on  this  proposal.  No  public  hear¬ 
ing  is  planned  but  one  may  be  held  at 
a  time  and  place  to  be  set  in  a  later 
notice  in  the  F’ederal  Register  if  re¬ 
quested  in  writing  by  an  interested 
person  raising  a  genuine  issue  and  de¬ 
siring  to  comment  orally  at  a  public 
hearing. 

Drafting  Information 

The  principal  persons  involved  in 
drafting  this  proposal  are:  Lieutenant 
D.  G.  BRATTON,  Port  Safety  Branch 
of  the  Marine  Safety  Division,  and 
Lieutenant  M.  P.  TROSETH  of  the 
office  of  the  Dfstrict  Legal  Officer, 
Fifth  Coast  Guard  District. 

Discussion  of  the  Proposed  Rule 

This  proposed  safety  zone  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  part  of  an  overall  safety  pro¬ 
gram  implemented  by  the  Captain  of 
the  Port,  Baltimore,  Maryland  to  en¬ 
hance  the  safety  of  liquefied  natural 
gas  operations  on  Chesapeake  Bay. 
The  Coast  Guard  promulgated  regula¬ 
tions  which  set  forth  the  procedures 
for  the  establishment  of  safety  zones 
for  the  protection  of  vessels,  struc¬ 
tures,  and  water  and  shore  areas. 
These  regulations  also  provide  for 
publishing  specific  safety  zones  when 
they  have  a  continuing  application  (33 
CFR  Part  165,  42  FR  63369).  This 
safety  zone  is  in  effect  at  all  times, 
whether  an  LNG  vessel  is  or  is  no‘ 
moored  to  the  Columbia  LNG  Corpo¬ 
ration’s  offshore  terminal;  when  an 
LNG  vessel  is  maneuvering  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  the  offshore  terminal;  or 
when  an  LNG  vessel  signals  its  inten¬ 
tion  to  depart  from  the  offshore  ter¬ 
minal.  All  marine  traffic  in  the  vicini¬ 
ty  would  be  prohibited  from  entering 
or  remaining  in  this  safety  zone  with¬ 
out  authorization  from  the  Captain  of 
the  Port,  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Mari¬ 
ners  will  be  provided  notice  of  sched¬ 
uled  arrivals  and  departures  of  LNG 
vessels  calling  at  the  Cove  Point  termi¬ 
nal  via  Broadcast  Notice  to  Mariners. 

This  proposed  safety  zone  is  to  be  es¬ 
tablished  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Columbia  LNG  Corporation’s  off¬ 
shore  receiving  terminal  near  Cove 
Point,  Maryland.  This  offshore  struc¬ 
ture  is  located  approximately  one  mile 
from  the  western  shore  of  Chesapeake 
Bay,  and  is  designed  to  accommodate  a 
maximum  of  two  LNG  vessels  simulta¬ 
neously.  The  vessels  that  use  this  fa¬ 
cility  are  approximately  925  feet  in 
length  and  operate  at  a  draft  of  ap¬ 
proximately  36  feet.  Both  the  size  of 


these  vessels  and  the  significant  “sail 
areas”  presented  by  their  above- water 
hull  configurations  require  the  mas¬ 
ters  to  exercise  delicate  handling  skills 
when  maneuvering  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  offshore  terminal,  thereby  limit¬ 
ing  their  ability  to  take  evasive  action 
to  avoid  other  traffic  while  conducting 
these  maneuvers.  The  waters  sur¬ 
rounding  the  offshore  platform  are 
utilized  by  both  commercial  and  sport 
fishermen,  as  well  as  by  general  recre¬ 
ational  boaters.  The  establishment  of 
this  safety  zone  would  enhance  the 
safety  of  all  watermen  operating  in 
this  area. 

This  safety  zone  covers  a  small  area 
and  therefore  it  should  not  cause 
undue  hardships  to  local  fishermen 
and  watermen.  The  size  and  configura¬ 
tion  of  this  safety  zone  were  chosen 
after  consultations  by  the  Captain  of 
the  Port,  Baltimore  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  various  state  and  local  agen¬ 
cies  and  local  watermen  associations. 
The  Coast  Guard  is  proposing  this 
safety  zone  both  because  if  affords 
ample  maneuvering  room  for  the  LNG 
vessels  and  because  its  application  is 
limited  to  only  those  situations  when 
hazardous  conditions  are  deemed  to 
exist.  The  Columbia  LNG  Corporation 
received  its  initial  shipment  of  LNG  at 
its  Cove  Point  terminal  in  March  1978. 
For  that  and  subsequent  vessel  arri¬ 
vals,  the  Captain  of  the  Port,  Balti¬ 
more,  has  exercised  his  authority 
under  33  CFR  165  by  establishing,  on 
each  occasion,  a  temporary  safety  zone 
describing  the  identical  location  and 
conditions  contained  in  this  notice  of 
proposed  rulemaking.  Interested  per¬ 
sons  who  have  communicated  with  the 
Captain  of  the  Port,  Baltimore  have 
voiced  general  approval  of  the  safety 
zone.  The  Coast  Guard  has  deter¬ 
mined  that  establishing  this  safety 
zone,  which  has  continuing  applica¬ 
tion,  would  enhance  its  effectiveness 
through  greater  dissemination. 

This  regulation  has  been  reviewed 
under  DOT  notice  78-1  “Improving 
Government  Regulations”  (43  FR 
9582)  and  a  draft  evaluation  has  been 
prepared  and  is  available  for  public  in¬ 
spection  at  the  fifth  district  address 
indicated  above. 

An  environmental  assessment  has 
been  completed  and  an  initial  determi¬ 
nation  has  been  made  that  this  pro¬ 
posed  action  would  result  in  no  ad¬ 
verse  impact  on  the  quality  of  the 
human  environment. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  it 
is  proposed  to  amend  Part  165  of  Title 
33  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  by 
adding  §  165.—,  to  read  as  follows 

§  165. —  Cove  Point,  Chesapeake  Bay, 
Maryland. 

(a)  The  waters  and  waterfront  facili¬ 
ties  located  within  the  following 
boundary  constitute  a  safety  zone  ef- 
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fective  when  an  LNG  carrier  is  maneu¬ 
vering  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cove 
Point  terminal  and  when  a  moored 
LNG  carrier  indicates  its  intention  to 
get  underway;  a  line  beginning  at  a 
point  one-half  mile  NW  of  the  end  of 
the  north  pier  of  the  Columbia  LNG 
facility  at  Cove  Point,  Maryland,  locat¬ 
ed  at  38°24'43"  N  latitude,  76°23'32"  W 
longitude;  thence  056°T  to  a  point  2800 
yards  off  shore  at  38°24’59"  N  latitude, 
76°23'01"  W  longitude;  thence  146°T  to 
a  point  located  2300  yards  off  shore  at 
38°23'52"  N  latitude,  76c22'03”  W  longi¬ 
tude;  thence  236°T  to  a  point  one-half 
mile  SE  of  the  end  of  the  south  pier  of 
the  Columbia  LNG  facility  at  Cove 
Point,  Maryland,  located  at  38°23'39" 
N  latitude,  76°22'35"  W  longitude; 
thence  north  westerly  to  the  point  of 
origin. 

(b)  The  waters  and  waterfront  facili¬ 
ties  located  within  the  following 
boundary  constitute  a  safety  zone 
when  an  LNG  carrier  is  moored  at  the 
receiving  terminal:  the  area  within  200 
yards  of  the  moored  LNG  carriers  at 


the  Columbia  LNG  offshore  terminal. 
Cove  Point,  Maryland.  Regardless  of 
whether  one  or  two  LNG  vessels  are 
moored,  the  safety  zone  will  extend  50 
yards  on  the  shoreside  of  the  offshore 
terminal. 

(c)  The  waters  and  waterfront  facili¬ 
ties  located  within  the  following 
boundary  constitute  a  safety  zone 
when  no  LNG  carrier  is  moored  at  the 
receiving  terminal:  the  area  within  50 
yards  of  the  Columbia  LNG  Corpora¬ 
tion  offshore  terminal.  Cove  Point, 
Maryland. 

(d)  The  general  regulations  govern¬ 
ing  safety  zones  as  contained  in  33 
CFR  165.20  apply. 

(86  Stat.  427  (33  USC  1224);  49  CFR  1.46),  as 
amended  by  Section  2  of  the  Port  and 
Tanker  Safety  Act  of  1978  (Pub.  L.  95-474). 

J.  W.  Kime, 

Captain,  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  Cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Port,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

[FR  Doc.  79-1374  Filed  1-16-79;  8:45  am] 
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